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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2085ag8
FiLE: B-209861 DATE: December 30, 1982

MATTER OF: Domar Industries

DIGEST:

1. A bidder's ability to perform a contract
according to the specifications is a mat-
ter of responsibility, and GAO will not
review an affirmative determination of
responsibility except in limited circum-
stances.

2. Whether an awardee's product conforms to
the contract requirements is a matter of
contract administration, which is the
responsibility of the procuring agency
and not GAO.

Domar Industries protests the award of any contract to
either American Cable Company, Inc. or Precision Cable
Manufacturing Company under solicitation No. DLA 700-82-B-
2325 issued by the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) for
heavy-duty jumper cable. Domar alleges that the specifica-
tions and drawings referenced in the solicitation are
specific as to the material required by tha Government, and
suggests that neither American nor Precision can or will
furnish cable of that material. We dismiss the protest.

The DLA informally advises this Office that the solic-
itation simply sought a fairly common type of heavy-duty
jumper cable., American's or Precision's ability to furnish
that cable is a matter of responsibility, that is, the
ability to perform a contract according to the specifica-
tions. Dosimeter Corvoration of American, B-209314,
October 29, 1982, 82-2 CPD 391. The contracting officer
must determine that a prospective contractor is responsible
before awarding a contract to that firm, and our Office
does not review an affirmative determination of responsi-
bility absent a showing that the contracting officer acted
fraudulently or in bad faith, or that definitive responsi-
bility criteria in the solicitation have not been met.
Sundance Helicopters, B-209622, November 15, 1982, 82-2 CPD
442, Neither exception appears applicable here. Thus, we
will not consider Domar's protest.
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Moreover, whether the firm (either American or Preci-
sion) awarded the contract will supply cable conforming to
the contract requirements is a matter of contract admin-
istration, which is the responsibility of procuring agency
and not this Office. BVI Engravers, Inc., B-208830,
October 20, 1982, 82-2 CPD 351.

The protest is dismissed.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel





